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S.S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 12 


mo Give An Invitation ! 


the This is the season of Evangelism in the Church. 


and This is the time when ministers have been exhorted to preach evangelistic 
‘ger. sermons. 


We have been hearing reports of the way the call to Evangelism is being 
answered. We hear that the message of the Cross — of John 3:16 — is being 
Lu- proclaimed across the Church with unaccustomed fervor. 


Evidently ministers are going to their knees for power and then to their 
pulpits with the light of God in their eyes and the Word of God on their lips. 


ee There is just one thing: several times of late we have heard, “He almost acted 
T oe as if he was about to give an invitation . . . but he didn’t quite.” 


our- one Brethren, put away the temptation to restraint! Even if it is only for such 
a time as this, resist the inclination to take refuge in “commitment cards” or 
in the general announcement that “the Session will meet . . .” and give an invita- 
w as tion!—(See p. 5, this issue). 





mail Library of Congress Exc 
d. Chief Accessions Division 
Washington DC 





After a long search and much 
prayerful consideration we _ turned, 
last Fall, to the Rev. Wick Broomall 
with the request that he take up the 
Sunday School lessons long prepared 
by the late Rev. J. Kenton Parker. 
Mr. Broomall first declined, then re- 
luctantly consented to attempt the 
project on a trial basis. There fol- 
lowed a great deal of correspondence 
and repeated re-writes as we sought 
to develop, together, a lesson pattern 
which would eventuate in the very fin- 
est material available in print today. 
There were times, we suspect, when 
Mr. Broomall darkly wondered what 
he had gotten himself into. But the 
result (see p. 13) has been well worth 
the effort, as we are sure our readers 
will agree. 





Henceforth the lessons will be pre- 
pared from a somewhat different per- 
spective. Instead of a finished exposi- 
tion for the pupil they are designed to 
supply helps for the teacher and for 
the serious Bible student. We be- 
lieve they will not only supply a wealth 
of teaching material, they will also 
serve as an excellent “home study Bi- 
ble course” for those who sincerely 
wish to grow in the knowledge of and 
ability to use the Word of God. 





This statement caught our eye not 
long ago: “Jesus Christ is the Light 
of the world. Now a true sensory 
perception of that Light, by faith, is 
necessary before the objective Light 
can become subjective illumination 
within man.” That is worth ponder- 
ing. 





The headquarters of the Florida 
Council of Churches (an arm of the 
NCC) has commented on the current 
Billy Graham crusade: “. . . if the 
Church conducted itself as the Church 
should we would not be tempted to 
rely on the methods used by Billy . 
But despite his theology and his meth- 
ods he is ‘big news’ and he says so 
many things that need to be said in 
this hour. Billy keeps growing .. . 
Let’s be open-minded. Let’s hope that 
far more good will come out of the 
Graham crusade than we expect. And 
let’s pray for the man...” Yes, let’s. 


Vol. XIX 





March 1, 1961 No. 44 
CONTENTS 
‘HEART-PRICKING PREACHING’ 5 


Rev. William E. Hill, Jr. 


WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ITSELF 7 
Dr. Martin A. Hopkins 


THE ROLE OF EVANGELISM IN 





THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 8 
Dr. Gerald J. Jud 

EDITORIALS 10 
A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH 11 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, March 12 13 
YOUTH PROGRAM, March 12 15 
THE CHURCH AT HOME 16 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDIES 18 
BOOK REVIEWS 19 
THE MAILBAG 20 
Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. cen __Editor 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 


L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S 
Arthur H. Matthews 


Managing Editor 
Associate Editor 
Editorial Assistant 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, published every Wednesday by 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year for individuals, $2 for members of Every 
Family Plan churches. All correspondence regarding subscriptions, adver- 
tising or other business matters should be addressed to the business office 
in Weaverville, N. C. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three weeks for change in the continental U. 8S. 
Change notices should include both old and new addresses. 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE should be addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. Editorial offices located in Asheville at 84 Kimberly Ave. 





aD AS 


CON in ee lie A AER a 


sea sat ete ® ton c+ — 4 ns 











tor 


tor 











ee ae Se ee a ee 


ect cece 








|News ROUN 





DUP 















(Excerpts from letter written Dec. 
20, 1960 by Shamba Samuel Nym- 
tahi, Treasurer of the Bulape Pres- 
bytery, to the Rev. William T. Mul- 
cay). 


CONGO — We are well but our af- 
fairs are up in the air (unsettled) and 
not yet finished. We do not know how 
God and men are during this difficult 
era. This is God’s dealings with the 
people whom He created. Do not let 
my words weaken you in spirit, be- 
cause others of us have a true expecta- 
tion of seeing our Lord face to face. 
We are not overly surprised at all 
that happens on this earth. 


The Congo is so unsettled. The 
hearts of many people are so disturbed. 
Self-seeking of earthly glory is sur- 
passingly the business of many peo- 
ple on this earth at this time. All of 
us do not remember our Creator. We 
think that the earth belongs to us. 
We do not know that this earth is a 
passing thing. We beg strongly of 
you with other friends there (in the 
U. S.) to mention us in your prayers. 





KOREA — Young Mr. Moon-Suck 
Park was in the Korean army during 
the war. His company was once for 
days without food and he had become 
so weak that he fully expected to die. 
He offered what he believed to be his 
last prayer to God, committing his 
spirit to Him, but promising that if 
his life should be spared he would use 
it in His service. He and one other 
were the only survivors in his com- 
pany ... True to his promise he has 
been serving the Lord in a little 
church in the village of Sung Jin. The 
congregation is very small. Most of 
them are so poor that the offerings 
barely pay for the kerosene used for 
lighting the church for services. The 
pastor’s so-called salary had come from 





Rev. Wick Broomall 


African Survey Starts 

OAK PARK, Ill. — Three represen- 
tatives of the Christian Medical As- 
sociation, Executive Director J. Ray- 
mond Knighton, Dr. C. Everett Koop 
of the University of Pennsylvania and 
Dr. G. Hemwall of Chicago are making 
a six-week survey trip of Africa. They 
are to survey the mission stations 
where member doctors are working, 
meet with government officials to ex- 
plore the possibility of how American 
members can be used in government 
health programs, and to see what furth- 
er assistance can be given to meet im- 
mediate needs of the Congo. 


the women of this Presbytery until 
the split so weakened their own 
churches that now they are only able 
to give a fraction of it, while the rest 
is made up from outside sources. But 
the dedication and clear witness of 
this young man are bearing fruit. A 
number of unbelievers have recently 
been coming to him in the evenings 
to talk personally about the Gospel 
he preaches. Won’t you pray for him 
and so “strengthen his hand in the 
Lord?” 

—Miss Florence E. Root 
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New Writer’s Sunday School Lessons Begin 


With this issue of the Journal (see 
p. 13), and after nearly 16 years of 
uninterrupted service by the late Rev. 
J. Kenton Parker, the Sunday School 
lessons pass into the hands of the Rev. 
Wick Broomall, pastor of the West- 
minster church, Augusta, Ga. 


The Rev. Mr. Broomall was born in 
Birmingham, Ala. He attended Mary- 
ville College and Princeton seminary, 
completing the work on his Master 
of Theology degree from Princeton in 
1929. 


A teacher throughout most of his 
ministry, Mr. Broomall last occupied 
a position in Theology and Hebrew at 
Erskine Seminary, Due West, S. C., 
before going to his present pastorate 
in 1959. 


The author of BIBLICAL CRITI- 
CISM (one of the books which the Jour- 
nal offers as a special bonus with new 
subscriptions), Mr. Broomall was also 
a contributing editor of BAKER’S 
DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY; the 
author of the commentary on Esther 
in the BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR, and 
of the volume on II Corinthians 
in the WYCLIFFE BIBLE COMMEN- 
TARY series (still in production). 





Lord’s Day Alliance 
Notes Sabbath Laxity 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Strict ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is getting 
more difficult for Christians because 
this country “is in the process of los- 
ing its soul to a cold, impersonal ma- 
terialism,” asserted the executive di- 
rector of the Lord’s Day Alliance of 
the United States. 


Mr. Melvin M. Forney of New York, 
reporting to the alliance’s annual meet- 
ing here, stressed the laxity with which 
Americans mark the Sabbath. 


“It is suggested,” he said, “that we 
give up the observance of the Lord’s 
Day because there may be others who 
do not observe Sunday as a holy day. 
We would also be asked to stop read- 
ing the Bible in the public schools. It 








is easy to see how deadly this concept 
can be to the vitality of the Christian 
movement if it is accepted by those 
who are adherents to the faith.” 


Dr. Forney was re-elected executive 
director of the interdenominational al- 
liance, organized in 1888. Also re- 
elected was Dr. Chester M. Davis of 
New York, president. 





E. German Church Film 
Ready for 7 Premieres 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Seven cities 
in this country and Canada have been 
chosen for the world premiere in early 
March for “Question Seven,” a full- 
length film depicting present day pres- 
sures against a minister and his son 
in Communist East Germany. 


Made for Lutheran Film Associates, 
the movie will be shown at about the 
same time in Washington, D. C., Se- 
attle, Wash., Milwaukee, Wis., Austin, 
Tex., Harrisburg, Pa., Columbia, S. C., 
and Kitchener-Waterloo, Ont. The 
picture was previewed by church and 
civic leaders in each of the seven pre- 
miere cities in January. 


Produced by Louis de Rochemont 
Associates of New York, the movie 
shows the experiences of a Lutheran 
minister serving an East German 
parish whose former pastor has been 
imprisoned by the Reds for alleged 
anti-State acts. 





Her Drive for Pulpit 
Thwarted, Not Halted 


OSLO, Norway (RNS) — Undaunt- 
ed. That’s Mrs. Ingrid Bjerkas, whose 
bid to become Norway’s first woman 
pastor has been passed over in nomi- 
nations for five vacancies in the State 
Lutheran Church’s Diocese of Hamar, 
where she had applied for a pastorate. 


The 59-year-old divinity graduate 
has declared her intention to continue 
her quest for a pulpit. Although Nor- 
wegian law has for several years per- 
mitted entry of women into the min- 
istry, Mrs. Bjerkas’ application for or- 
dination was the first received. 


Acceptance of women as pastors has 
been a controversial issue throughout 
the northern European countries for 
several years and has continued one 
in both Sweden and Denmark even 
after female divinity graduates were 
ordained in those countries. 


Return to Bible Seen 
As Best Unity Basis 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. (RNS) — Dr. 
Homer L. Trickett, minister of First 
Baptist church here, declared that his 
recent church unity proposal based on 
a return to the New Testament offers 
“a more durable basis for Christian 
unity than any thus far advanced.” 


He made his comment in a letter to 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake of Phila- 
delphia, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
who has proposed a merger of four 
major Protestant denominations as a 
first step toward eventual union of 
all Christians. In a recent sermon Dr. 
Trickett called for union of all Bap- 
tist groups in this country and for 
a return to the New Testament as “a 
common point of beginning” by all 
groups “seeking the road to unity.” 


In his letter to Dr. Blake, Dr. Trick- 
ett restated his conviction that the 
only way to remove road blocks to 
Protestant unity and “to bridge over 
the chasm” between Protestantism and 
other branches of Christendom is “to 
return to the Scriptures and especially 
the New Testament.” 





Orthodox Synod Urges 
Burning of Messages 


ATHENS (RNS) — The Holy Syn- 
od of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
continuing its fight against the evan- 
gelistic activities of a New York Bap- 
tist minister, called on the Greek peo- 
ple not to read the “heretic messages 
written by the head-sectarian Spiros 
Zodhiates.”’ 


This was a reference to the Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, general secretary of 
the American Mission to Greeks, who 
for more than two years has been pub- 
lishing evangelistic messages as paid 
advertisements in some 100 of this 
country’s newspapers and magazines. 
In a 1,700-word encyclical warning 
against the clergyman and the mission, 
the Holy Synod urged its church mem- 
bers: “Don’t touch anti-Orthodox 
pamphlets or books, and if you al- 
ready have such publications, burn 
them at once.” 


Mr. Zodhiates has denied that his 
purpose is to “make Protestants of the 
Greek Orthodox.” He says his aim 
is to “preach Christ and the Gospel 
of personal salvation on a non-sec- 
tarian basis.” Orthodox priests, he 


has said, use his newspaper messages 
for sermon material, showing that the 
Orthodox Church’s objection is not to 
the advertisements’ contents but to 
the fact that he is a Protestant. 





Assembly in Canada 
Notes Giving Record 


TORONTO (RNS) — Record re- 
ceipts totaling $1,621,418 in 1960 were 
reported here by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. This was a 5.9 per cent in- 
crease in contributions for the Church’s 
national and overseas work compared 
to the previous year, said the Rev. H. 
F. Davidson, secretary of the denomi- 
nation’s Board of Stewardship and 
Budget. 


Canadian Presbyterians tripled their 
usual amount for inter-Church aid and 
relief to refugees during World Ref- 
ugee Year, giving a total of $44,472, 
it also was reported. 


A mission report showed there are 
26 Hungarian congregations in Canada 
affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church, as well as six Ukrainian, four 
French speaking and two Italian con- 
gregations. In each case, the people 
are ministered to in their native ton- 
gues and in English. In addition, the 
denomination works among Indians in 
13 northern centers in Ontario, Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan, the report 
said. At Kenora, Ont., and Birtle, 
Man., it maintains residential schools 
for Indian children. 





Legislation Protested 


OKLAHOMA City, Okla. (RNS) — 
A strongly-worded protest against 
plans to legalize gambling in Okla- 
homa has been sent to state legisla- 
tors by officials of a group called 
Sooner Alcohol - Narcotics Education 
(SANE). 

“There is no place for legalized 
gambling in an enlightened society,” 
the SANE statement asserted. The 
group asked each legislator to “use 
your vote against any legislation that 
is as economically, socially, politically 
and morally unsound as _ legalized 
gambling.” 





Some men are so busy earning bread 
for their children that they forget 
that a child does not live by bread 
alone. 
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JHE SERMON 


Text: Acts 2 


Every minister occasionally hears: 
“Preacher, stick to the Gospel. Preach 
the Gospel.” What do they mean 
when they say that? Well, some peo- 
ple mean, “Stay off of my pet sins’; 
others mean, “Give us soothing and 
comforting words’’; still others mean, 
“Preach only the love of God”; others 
mean, “Give us intellectual sermons 
that sound good but that we won’t un- 
derstand.” 


Just what is it to “preach the Gos- 
pel?” A very good answer to that 
question can be found by looking at 
the greatest Gospel sermon on record 
—the sermon that Peter preached on 
the day of Pentecost, following the 
resurrection of our Lord. It was the 
birthday of the Church. When the 
people heard this sermon the Bible 
says they “were pricked in their 
hearts” and 3,000 people were con- 
verted in one day, though the message 
came from the lips of an uneducated 
and formerly unstable man. 


What were some of the CHARAC- 
TERISTICS of this sermon? First of 
all, it was Scriptural in that it was 
based on the Scripture and backed 
up by Scripture. Peter again and 
again refers to the Old Testament 
Scriptures and claims that all he is 
saying is the fulfilling of what God 
has already said in the Old Testament. 
Those who belittle the Old Testament 
will do well to study the New Testa- 
ment sermons and see how they are 
saturated with the Old Testament. 


Second, this sermon was personal. 
Peter talked directly to his audience. 
He did not talk in the third person nor 
did he talk about other people else- 
where. He said, “You, you, you.” 
This is in violation of the usual rules 
of homiletics in which the preacher 
is told to say, “we” or “they.” Peter 
says, “YOU.” 


| Heart-Pricking Preaching 


REV. WILLIAM E. HILL, JR. 


In the third place, it was completely 
relevant and timely. Peter was preach- 
ing to an audience composed of the 
people who had just witnessed the 
death of Jesus Christ. The sermon 
related the one thing uppermost in 
every mind and heart to their spiritual 
needs and to the offer of salvation by 
faith in this One whom they had cruci- 
fied but who was both Lord and Christ. 


What was Peter’s purpose and in- 
tent? What did he expect to take 
place? What kind of results did he 
expect to see produced from his mes- 
sage? Peter was preaching directly 
to the people, calling them to repent. 
Only direct preaching will bring peo- 
ple to repentance under ordinary cir- 
cumstances. Peter called them to re- 
pentance in definite terms. Not only 
so, but he sought to produce repen- 
tance by convicting them of the mur- 
der of Jesus Christ. 


Peter’s intent should be the intent 
of every Gospel preacher. He should 
sound in no uncertain terms the call 
to repentance and seek to produce re- 
pentance by showing people that by 
their sins they have killed Jesus, just 
as truly as those Jewish people long 
ago. As Peter himself wrote (I Peter 
2:24,25), “For He Himself bare our 
sins in His own body on the tree that 
we, being dead to sin, might live unto 
righteousness.” As Isaiah also said, 
“We did esteem Him smitten of God, 
afflicted; but He was wounded for 
our transgressions. He was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him; and by His 
stripes are we healed.” 


The preaching of the cross, not sim- 
ply as a fact of history, but the per- 
sonal responsibility of the sinner for 
the cross, is what produces repentance. 
When people are moved by the Holy 
Spirit to see this, they are moved 
to repentance, and there is no salva- 
tion without repentance. 
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Too much preaching today is some- 
thing else. Some of it aims to enter- 
tain. Some preaching aims at intel- 
lectual stimulation, some at emotional 
stimulation, some at ethical teaching. 
But preaching which produces repen- 
tance must point to the Cross — not 
only the Cross as a means of salva- 
tion but to the guilt which raised the 
Cross, as it rests upon the sinner who 
crucified Christ through his sins. 


We read that the people were 
“‘pricked in their hearts.” God pricked 
them and He usually does through this 
sort of direct preaching in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Repentance results 
from this thing of holding men def- 
initely and fully responsible for the 
crucifixion of Christ, for breaking the 
heart of God and for murdering the 
one perfect Man. Unless the message 
is aimed at producing repentance 
through the Cross, we need hardly 
expect any results to follow. If re- 
pentance does not take place, there 
has been no true evangelism and there 
will be no true spiritual renewal, for 
these begin in repentance and con- 
tinue in repentance, and conclude in 


repentance. “A broken and a con- 
trite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 
despise”; “Blessed are the poor in 


spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” The door to real faith is 
repentance, and the door to the King- 
dom of Heaven, is repentance and 
faith. 


COMMITMENT 


Judging from the results produced, 
the second aim of Peter was a definite 
commitment to Christ. This was ef- 
fected by the Holy Spirit in the con- 
version of 3,000 souls. Peter said, 
“Repent, and be baptized,” namely, 
“Give an open testimony of your al- 
legiance to Christ, every one of you.” 
It was a call to a definite decision. 


Sermons that aim only to instruct, 
to stimulate, or to entertain, are not 


likely to produce action. Only ser- 
mons that aim at definite decisions 
are likely to be used by the Holy 
Spirit to produce definite decisions. 
People do not like to be put on the 
spot, but any true Gospel sermon must 
put people on the spot and must be 
aimed to bring them to a definite point 
of decision and of definite action in 
the matter. Preaching repentance will 
cause people to cry out, “What must 
we do?” as they are “pricked in their 
hearts.”” Then the preacher must fol- 
low up with a definite call to real sur- 
render to Christ and an open yielding 
to Him. 


Many people do not like evangelistic 
invitations. They are perfectly willing 
to sit and listen to a sermon as long 
as it does not require them to respond. 
But any Gospel sermon, worthy of the 
name, cannot stop short of bringing 
people to a definite commitment. 
Much of the preaching today leaves 
people up in the air. It will bring 
them to a certain point and then al- 
low them to drift out into the noon- 
day sunshine with their souls still 
dark. Peter preached for decisions, 
for conversions. 


Too often the element of repentance 
and of definite decision is lacking from 
preaching today. Those who preach 
for decisions are looked upon as “a 
bit fanatical.” Of course, we want 
people to join the church — that may 
be done privately and before the Ses- 
sion. But bringing people to a deci- 
sion in the service; bringing people to 
a spiritual crisis in their lives and to 
real conversion — well, that’s just a 
little beyond Presbyterian procedure. 


Presbyterian ministers too often 
(judging from the way many of us 
preach) assume that all of the people 
who are sitting before them truly 
know the Lord Jesus for they have 
joined the church. Do we really recog- 
nize as fully as we should that many 
of them are not converted? If you 
should challenge the members of the 
average Presbyterian congregation who 
know they are converted and are saved 
to raise their hands, you would not 
get 10% of them to raise their hands. 
Of course, some Presbyterians are 
just too proud or stubborn to raise 
their hands on anything (which is 
pretty good evidence of the fact that 
that they need something, whether it 
is conversion, or something else): and 
some know down deep in their hearts, 
that they are not saved. Still others 
may hope they are saved, but are not 
sure about it and they would hesitate 





Fill the Reservoir 


Not memorize the Catechism? 
But the mind is a reservoir and it 
is constantly storing up informa- 
tion and knowledge of some kind. 
And if the mind is not given good 
things for storage, with what will 
it be stored? You can be sure that 
the trash on TV and in comic books 
is being stored. Why not the truth 
of God?—Herbert S. McKeel. 











to make any definite public indication 
of it. 


Let a Presbyterian preacher, (any 
Presbyterian preacher) seeking the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit, preach 
Gospel sermons for two months 
straight — on the Cross, Sin, and Sal- 
vation — with a definite view and pur- 
pose to produce repentance by the 
power of the Holy Spirit in definite 
decisions, and he will discover that 
there will be repentance and there 
will be definite decisions. He will al- 
so discover that many members of his 
congregation whom he had thought 
were safe in the fold are not so sure 
they are safe in the fold and will be 
definitely affected by his preaching, 
“‘pricked in their hearts.” Too often 
we are a bit afraid for people to be- 
come “pricked in their heart’ be- 
cause we are not certain that we would 
know what to do with them. 


This is a year of evangelism. We 
speak of the “‘mission to the nation.” 
The time between now and Easter is 
a time of special evangelistic emphasis. 
Let’s have some “heart-pricking 
preaching” and who knows but that 
the Holy Spirit may grant again in 
the Presbyterian Church a real awake- 
ning that might sweep the nation. We 
have been preaching “peace, peace, 
peace,’ — “what to do with your 


troubles’ — and it hasn’t produced 
very much. Let’s try preaching “re. 
pentance,” “the cross,” and “remis- 
sion of sins through Christ” and ex. 
pect something to happen. 


God give us more _heart-pricking 
preaching. People cannot see they are 
sinners until they see that the wrath 
of God against sin as well as the love 
of God put Jesus Christ on the cross, 
They cannot understand the meaning 
of the cross until they see that sin, 
their sin, puts them under the wrath 
and curse of God. People are not pre- 
pared for the remission of sins until 
they realize it was their sins that put 
Christ on the cross. Peter said, “You 
crucified the Lord of Glory.” 


Not always does _heart-pricking 
preaching produce repentance and con- 
version. Sometimes it provokes a vio- 
lent reaction — as in the case of 
Stephen’s message before the Sanhed- 
rin. But Stephen did not “pull his 
punches.” He was willing to take the 
consequences of his _heart-pricking 
preaching, and did so without bitter- 
ness, with his dying words, “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” 


Nor did the apostle Paul hesitate 
to do heart-pricking preaching. As he 
addressed the intellectuals on Mars 
Hill he said, “The times of ignorance 
God has winked at; but now conm- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent: 
for He will judge the world by that one 
of whom He hath given assurance in 
that He raised Him from the dead.” 
And there were a few from even the 
ranks of the intellectuals, who were 
“pricked in their hearts” enough to 
yield to the lowly Nazarene whom 
Paul preached. The Holy Spirit hon- 
ors heart-pricking preaching. 

* * * * « 


The Rev. Mr. Hill now devotes his 


full time to evangelism. 





we go?” 
dows. Paint the woodwork. 
the walk. Wash the car. 
Help the minister. Visit the sick. 


you recreational facilities. 


ville, Pa. 





They tell us the teen-ager is crying, “What can we do? 
Here are some suggestions: 
Rake the leaves. 
Learn to cook. 
Study. 


Your parents do not owe you entertainment. 


For Teen-Agers Only 


Where can 
Hang the storm win- 
Mow the lawn. Shovel 
Scrub the floor. Get a job. 
Read a good book. 


Go home. 


Your town does not owe 


The world does not owe you a living. 


You owe the world something — owe it your time and energy and tal- 
ents.—Adapted from the bulletin of the First UPUSA Church, Murrays- 
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT ITSELF 


MARTIN A. HOPKINS, D.D. 


The first chapter of the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith is headed “Of 
the Holy Scripture,” indicating that 
the framers of the Confession consid- 
ered the Scriptures of basic impor- 
tance as the source of all Christian be- 
lief and doctrine. Section II of the 
same chapter states very definitely 
that the Bible consists of the 39 books 
of the Old Testament and the 27 books 
of the New Testament, and no others, 
making this plain by adding a list of 
the individual books, and stating “All 
which are given by inspiration of God, 
to be the rule of faith and life.” 


But this at once raises the question: 


How do we know that the Bible is 
God’s inspired revelation? The stan- 
dard works on theology, and such 


books as L. Gaussen’s THEOPNEU- 
STIA, Dr. Warfield’s REVELATION 
AND INSPIRATION and Dr. Loraine 
Boettner’s THE INSPIRATION OF 
THE SCRIPTURES all adequately deal 
with the subject. But the average be- 
liever does not have access to nor the 
time to read such technical books. 
Surely there must be a more simple 
and direct method of dealing with this 
subject of such basic importance, a 
method that is accessible to every Chris- 
tian, and will prove satisfying to all 
who use it. This article is an attempt 
to state this simple method. 


The Bible is divided into the Old 
and New Testaments; and the New 
Testament is subdivided into The Four 
Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and the Rev- 
elation. Let us see what the Bible 
itself has to say about the inspiration 
of these several parts. 


I. THE INSPIRATION OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT. 


Every time our Lord and His apos- 
tles referred to the Scriptures they 





meant the Old Testament of their 
time, which was the same as it is in 
our day. An examination of all the 
references is beyond the scope of this 
article. So we must limit ourselves 
to a few salient references. 


The Lord Jesus declared that the 
O. T. Scriptures spoke of Him (John 
5:39); that the Scriptures must be 
fulfilled (Mk. 14:49); that they could 
not be denied (John 10:35). 


In II Tim. 3:16, 17, we read: “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and is 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” In these verses Paul 
was referring to all the 39 books of 
the Old Testament. He did not re- 
fer to the 27 books of the New Testa- 
ment for the obvious reason that at 
that time the New Testament had not 
been completed. 


Hebrews 1:1,2 says that in the Old 
Testament God spoke to men by the 
prophets, and in the New Testament 
by His Son. Again in II Peter 1:21 
we read: “No prophecy ever came 
by the impulse of man, but men moved 
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 
This is one of the clearest statements 
in the Bible about the nature of in- 
spiration. 


I Cor. 2:9-16 is another important 
passage. In it Paul describes three 
successive steps in the transmission 
of truth from the heart of God to the 
heart of man. These steps are: REV- 
ELATION, the work of God the Holy 
Spirit imparting to the writers of the 
Bible truth that man could not have 
discovered by his own unaided reason 
(2:9-12); INSPIRATION, the work of 
God the Holy Spirit enabling the writ- 
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ers of the Bible to write down infal- 
libly in God-taught words the truths 
revealed (2:13); and ILLUMINA- 
TION, the work of God the Holy Spirit 
enabling believers as they read the Bi- 
ble to understand the truths given by 
revelation and written down by in- 
spiration (2:14-16). 


Il. THE INSPIRATION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


But the above references apply only 
to the Old Testament. What about 
the inspiration of the New Testament? 
Our Lord in His last discourses with 
His disciples on the eve of the cruci- 
fixion did not leave us in any doubt 
on this subject. Every part of the 
New Testament is covered as we shall 
see from the following headings and 
references. 


1. The Inspiration of the Four Gos- 
pels. 


In John 14:26 our Lord said: “But 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My Name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you.” Here our Lord guaran- 
tees the full inspiration of the Four 
Gospels. All the teachings of Christ, 
His discourses, His conversations, His 
parables, His travels, His prayers — 
everything is included. Fifty years 
later all these were as vivid to John’s 
mind as when he first heard them from 
the lips of Him who spoke as never 
man spoke. What was true of John 
applies equally to the other three evan- 


gelists. All remembered and wrote 
under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 


2. The Inspiration of the Acts. 


In John 15:26, 27 we read: “But 
when the Counselor comes, whom [| 





shall send to you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 
the Father, He will bear witness to 
Me; and you also are witnesses, be- 
cause you have been with Me from the 


beginning.” Now the Book of Acts 
is the book of witness as we see from 
Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive pow- 
er when the Holy Spirit has come up- 
on you; and you shall be My witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sa- 
maria and to the end of the earth.” 


The witness of the apostles and the 
witness of the Holy Spirit were not 
two separate witnesses, but one wit- 
ness carried on by the Holy Spirit 
through the apostles as His instru- 
ments. This interpretation is con- 
firmed by Acts 5:32: “And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given 
to those who obey Him.” The pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit 
so permeates the whole Book of Acts 
that Dr. A. T. Pierson called it “The 
Acts of the Holy Spirit.” The Holy 
Spirit is mentioned in Acts about forty 
times, which shows that all that is re- 
corded in Acts was done and said un- 
der the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
and recorded for us under His inspira- 
tion. 


3. The Inspiration of the Epistles. 


In John 16:12-15 we read: “I have 
yet many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, He will guide 
you into all the truth; for He will 
not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak, and 
He will declare to you the things that 
are to come. He will glorify me, for 
He will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. All the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that He will take what 
is mine and declare it to you.” 


Acts is the history of the establish- 
ing of many churches by the apostles 
and their fellow-workers. In the Epis- 
tles we have the letters of instruction 
written to these churches for their 
spiritual guidance. These twenty-one 
Epistles contain the truth into which 
our Lord said the Spirit of truth would 
guide His Church. Our Lord’s Word 
guarantees the entire inspiration of 
this whole body of revealed truth for 
the Church of all ages, which Jude 
ealls “the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints.” This 
whole body of truth belongs to the 
Father, and to the Son, and was in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit — it is 
stamped with the seal of the Triune 
God. 





4. The Inspiration of the Revelation. 


In John 16:13 we read: “And He 
will declare to you the things that 
are to come.” In Rev. 1:1 we read of 
“the things which must shortly come 
to pass’; in Rev. 1:19 John is told 
to write “the things which shall come 
to pass after these things”; and in 
Rev. 4:2 we read “I will show you the 
things which must come to pass after 
these things.”” We should include un- 
der “the things which are to come” 
not only the Revelation, but all the 
prophetic parts of the New Testament. 
Only God knows the future, and only 
through His Spirit has He ever re- 
vealed it to men, as He has told us 
plainly in Isa. 46:9-11. And so in II 
Pet. 1:19 we read “the prophetic word 
made more sure, to which you are do- 
ing well to pay attention, as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place.” 


Thus we see that the Bible from 


ee 





Genesis to Revelation is guaranteed 
by our Lord Himself in the last solemn, 
sacred moments of His life on earth to 
be the inspired record of God’s revela- 
tion of Himself and the way of salva- 
tion. It is therefore able to make us 
wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus (II Tim. 3:15). Its 
grand aim is to glorify the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 16:14), and to make 
Him known unto the uttermost parts 
of the earth (Acts 1:8; Psalm 67:2). 
Let us then accept the Bible “not as 
the word of men, but as what it really 
is, THE WORD OF GOD” (I Thess. 
2:13), and let us proclaim it with full 
assurance and authority as “THUS 
SAYS THE LORD.” 


* *¢ * & & 
Dr. Hopkins, former missionary to 


China, is now retired and living in 


Berkeley, Calif. 








The Role of Evangelism in the Life of the Church 


The primary task of the Church 
is to proclaim in the power of the 
Holy Spirit the Good News of the 
Gospel to the end that men and wom- 
en may be redemptively related to God 
through Christ our Lord; then to nur- 
ture those so related that they may 
themselves become the instruments of 
God’s grace. 


The Church today is honeycombed 
with secularism. As an institution she 
is rich, respectable and successful but 
often superficial and disobedient. We 
in the Church have learned increasing- 
ly how to organize man’s need to “be- 





The Presbyterian Mission 
1961] 


(Another evangelism article on p. 5) 


GERALD J. JUD 


long.” We no longer find it difficult 


to get people to join the church but 
this is not necessarily the same as in- 
corporating them into the body of 
Christ. Many members of our church- 
es have not the vaguest notion of what 
the Gospel of Christ is all about. 


The people are the Church and un- 
less they are able to give “a reason 
for the faith that is in them” the 
evangelistic power of the Church is 
almost imperceptible. A _ particular 
church may be patronized by the 
people and they may feel some warm 
glow that they are supporting a posi- 
tive influence in the community but 
they are hardly a people living in 
obedience to the living Lord of the 
Church. 


The primary task which confronts 
us today is again to set the Church 
apart from the idol-worshipping cul- 
ture, from secularism, so that she may 
be again a separate community, a sav- 
ing remnant. Believing this, the ma- 
jor thrust of my ministry evangelisti- 
cally is to help my people discern the 
nature of the Church, both theological- 
ly and experientially, as a loving and 
beloved community in Christ; to help 
them return to the witness of the Holy 
Scriptures; to help them discover the 
way of the Cross as it manifests itself 
in the disciplined life and in redemp- 
tive love.— The Evangelism Advocate. 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 


STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 


self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 


ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 


a success of the first store that opened over 72 


years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 


its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 


generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 


was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 


of the people, for the people. 


So, all who made 


up the store family, were encouraged to give of 


their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 


for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 


the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 


or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 


Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





EZ 


SOUTH CAROLINA 





Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
i“. 8. C. 

. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
di Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Megr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, Ss. Cc. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Bay 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, ‘Mgr.- Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. 

W. M. Gettys, Mer.- Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 

Cc. 


Brevard, 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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EDIJORIALS 


Was The Assembly Asleep ? 


A letter just received from a fel- 
low minister asks us some questions 
about Mexico which we could not an- 
swer. Inquiry from missionaries, 
members of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, and from the Nashville staff are 
equally unproductive. 


Our recourse is therefore to the 
1960 minutes of the General Assem- 
bly and we doubt if many members 
of our Church realize what took place 
at that time. 


On pages 71 and 72 we read of an 
action of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico which, 
in essence, asked the Presbyterian U. 
S. General Assembly to recognize that 
Assembly as a counterpart to our own; 
and that in the future the U. S&S. 
Church deal with them through “fully 
authorized representatives.” 


A careful reading of the minutes of 
the U. S. General Assembly leads one 
to wonder whether an unwitting error 
of judgment and procedure was not 
made. Instead of referring this mat- 
ter to the Board of World Missions 
where by reason of assigned respon- 
sibility, precedent and logic it rightly 
belonged, the Assembly appointed rep- 
resentatives to speak for it before the 
executive officers of the Mexican 
Church. 


From what we can learn, the Mexi- 
can Assembly meets but once every 
three years and in the interim the 
Moderator, Stated Clerk and Treas- 
urer constitute the General Assembly. 
If any decisions were reached in this 
“summit” meeting, we trust they do 
not bind the world missions invest- 
ment of the U. S. Church. We are not 
yet prepared to accept the principle 
of “summit” conferences between mod- 
erators and stated clerks as the way 
to reach agreement in matters of de- 
nominational policy. 


The outcome of this meeting is not 
known but from a number of sources 
we gather that an unhappy situation 
exists, one which may have a serious 
effect on the Mexican Presbyterian 
Church. 


From all information we can gather 
the matter will be before the next 
meeting of the Board of World Mis- 
sions. Because a principle is involved 
— the by-passing of the Board of 
World Missions by the General As- 
sembly — we hope that the May 
meeting of the U. S. General Assembly 
will redress a genuine wrong and in 
the future leave the conduct of all 
world missions affairs in the hands of 
those to whom it has always been 
committed. 





TV Debate 
Strikes Sparks 


A smallish bird has been whispering 
to us ever since the San Francisco As- 
sembly — (1) that there is consider- 
able popular disapproval of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and its pol- 
icies; and (2) that enthusiasm for such 
forms of radical religion is limited 
mostly to an aggressive and vocal mi- 
nority who manage to convey the im- 
pression that they represent millions 
more people than they actually do. 


This belief was strongly supported 
by the almost rude treatment Mr. 
Charles P. Taft, former president of 
the NCC, received on the nationwide 
TV program, “The Nation’s Future,” 
January 28. Debating the role of the 
Church in politics with William A. 
Buckley, editor of The National Re- 
view, Mr. Taft decidedly got the worst 
of it in our opinion. The studio au- 
dience (which at one point Mr. Taft 
referred to as Mr. Buckley’s “‘claque’’) 
strongly applauded such observations 
as that the NCC would make the Chris- 
tian Church “a mouthpiece for Ameri- 
cans for Democratic Action,” and “ad- 
vocate New Dealism and State Wel- 
fareism as religious dogmas.” 


Mr. Taft left himself open for the 
well-aimed attack when he tried to ex- 
tol the NCC as the voice of American 
Protestantism in the nation’s political, 
economic and social life. 


As one layman commented to us af- 
ter the program, “Those people were 


not applauding Mr. Buckley because 
he was a Roman Catholic, they were 
applauding him because he was right!” 


A few more programs like that and 
we will be able to state with consider- 
able confidence that the NCC is speak- 
ing for fewer and fewer people to 
almost nobody. 





The Christian who believes 
himself called on to endorse so- 
cial welfare programs in the name 
of Christianity might heed the 
words of the Church of England's 
Archbishop - designate Frederick 
D. Coggan. Ina sermon delivered 
at Oxford, Dr. Coggan referred 
to the effect of a welfare phil- 
osophy on the Church’s recruit- 
ment of workers. The appeal o| 
“security” in a welfare state so 
affects men and women that they 
become reluctant to offer them- 
selves for missions service abroad, 
he declared. 





Preacher in the Pew 


There are ministers who never take 
a vacation. Even if they leave their 
own pulpits for a month, they fill 
their Sabbaths with preaching appoint- 
ments. By doing this they miss an 
opportunity to gain perspective and 
fresh purpose. 


In January of this year I grate- 
fully received from my officers a fur- 
lough for “rest and study.” Although 
in my summer vacation month I usual- 
ly preach two Sundays out of four, I 
took no pulpit assignments this year. 


So I worshipped four straight Sun- 
days in the pew. In the process and 
privilege I made a few findings. 


First, I found that church worship 
is uniquely stimulating. I had thirty 
books with me for daily study, but 
private devotions and religious read- 
ing of the best kind needed the supple- 
menting uplift of group assembly for 
the worship of God and the public 


proclamation of God’s Word. I wor- 
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shipped twice in rural churches, once 
in a large city church, and once in a 
packed resort chapel. Each experience 
was refreshing. 


Second, I rediscovered much ear- 
nestness in the pulpit. The four men 
I heard impressed me by their sin- 
cerity and their manifest acquaintance 
with God. Their prayers revealed a 
walk with the Lord. 


Third, the conviction gripped me 
with new force that expository and 
textual preaching are best. A Pres- 
byterian minister in Virginia preached 
most faithfully on the Beatitudes. 
A Methodist in North Carolina exalt- 
ed Christ from the text, Acts 4:14: 
“For there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” A Methodist in Geor- 
gia and a Baptist in Florida were more 
topical in their treatment, and in the 
degree that they moved away from 
Biblical interpretation, they seemed to 
me to lose some power. And in the 
passing of time I can remember the 
content of the expository and textual 
sermons better. 


In God’s mercy I have returned to 
my pulpit with fresh wonder at the 
divine dispensation which puts poor 
sinful mortals on the throne of pro- 
claiming the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 


C. N. W. Iil 


The volume of correspondence 
which has resulted from a paragraph 
in the January 4th issue suggests that 
a number of people believe we dealt 
unfairly with the Japan International 
Christian University. We did not mean 
to imply that the university is pagan, 
although centainly believe that 
its Christian testimony is far from 
what we would rejoice to see. And 
there was error of fact: among the 
non-Christian professors employed due 
to a shortage of full-time Christian 
teachers there are none of the Shinto 
religion. 


we 





(More editorials, p. 12) 





b. 


‘A Layman And His Church 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





DISCIPLINE—(CONTINUED) 


Last week we wrote about discipline, 
on the one hand the corrective and in- 
structive and keeping work of God 
in our lives — on the other the acts 
of the will (also by God’s grace) 
whereby we discipline ourselves for the 
glory of God. 


The implications of these thoughts 
are almost unlimited for in them are 
to be found the sanctifying grace of 
God whereby we grow as Christians. 


Personal discipline is an exceedingly 
practical matter. It is not a question 
of theory but of daily living in the 
constant presence of the living Christ. 
Paul knew the necessity of self-disci- 
pline. Writing to the Corinthian 
Christians, who lived in the midst of 
sensuality such as we see today, he 
says: “But I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection.” 


Our Lord speaks of the inner source 
of evil: “For out of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
thefts, witness, 
blasphemies: these are the things which 


fornications, false 


defile a man.” 


We fool ourselves if we think the 
old man with his deeds is dead the 
moment we accept Christ. Only by 
His continuing help — by a growing 
sense of our own personal sinfulness 
and weakness can we come to a realiza- 


tion of the necessity of Christian 
growth with its disciplinary exper- 
iences. 


Saying “No” to self is not easy, but 
it pays wonderful dividends. Many 
years ago in China a young missionary 
who spent much of his time in hard 
itinerating evangelism remarked that 
when he returned from these trips to 
his comfortable home he continued to 
sleep on boards — not a mattress — 
because he did not wish to get soft. 
Little wonder that this particular mis- 
sionary was greatly used of the Lord, 
or that his influence was a blessing 
to his fellow missionaries. 


That which comes easy for one 
Christian may be very difficult for 
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another. Satan attacks us at our 
weakest point and this place of vul- 
nerability varies from person to per- 
son. That which we do about discip- 
line in these areas has a vital connec- 
tion with our inward life and our out- 
ward witness. 


Discipline is connected 
with Unfortunately 
the “temperance” has in the 
minds of many been narrowed down 
to the abstinence from alcoholic drinks. 


But that is not the Biblical teaching. 


directly 
“temperance.” 
word 


One may never touch a drop of al- 
cohol and be utterly intemperate in 
the matter of eating. The recent joke 
“The 17,000,000 Americans Mr. 
Kennedy says go to bed hungry each 
night are the ones taking Metrecal,”’ 
has more than an element of truth 
in it. Gluttony is a national sin. The 
writer recently sat in a group of men 
called together because of the grow- 
ing problem of moral degeneration in 
America. We would venture the guess 
that not one of these men touch al- 
coholic beverages. But at least sev- 
enty-five percent of them were mark- 
edly overweight — and obesity comes 
from lack of discipline in eating. 


There are sO many areas where 
Christians need to exercise discipline: 
the tongue, recreation, reading, sleep, 
to mention a few. We know of min- 
isters who burn themselves out in ex- 
cessive pastoral work, others who neg- 
lect this important part of their min- 
istry. 


This is not a matter on which one 
Christian can lay down rules for oth- 
ers. Discipline is a matter between 
man and God. It is a matter of day 
to day living; of growing in the grace 
of self-restraint. It is something we 
cannot do in our own strength, but 
in which we can exercise our wills 
for the glory of God. Furthermore, 
it is a matter in which God gives 
light, leading and strength to those 
who, like Paul, would eat, drink and 
in all things glorify God. 


The school of discipline leads to 
righteous, not self-righteous living. 











Editorials (Cont.) 








Church Merger 
In Trouble 


The United Church of Christ (one 
of the four denominations mentioned 
in the Blake-Pike Church union) has 
been functioning as a denomination 
for some time. It has even been spend- 
ing a lot of money on a new educa- 
tional curriculum. However, as a de- 
nomination it is not actually constitut- 
od... yet 


The two denominations making up 
the United Church (Congregational 
Christian Church and Evangelical and 
Reformed Church) are just now in 
the process of voting on a constitution 
for the United Church. The vote on 
the constitution is in itself a vote for 
or against union. And the independent 
congregational churches, by their in- 
dividual vote on the constitution are 
either endorsing the United Church or 
rejecting it. 


The point of this story is that there 
has emerged no tremendous ground 
swell of sentiment among individual 
congregations favoring the United 
Church. Two of the most famous con- 
gregations within the Congregational 
Christian Church (among many oth- 
ers) have flatly rejected the merger 
plan and have voted to remain outside. 
These are the largest congregations 
in the denomination (First Congrega- 
tional of Los Angeles) and the best 
known to Presbyterians (Park Street 
of Boston, Dr. Harold Ockenga, pas- 
tor). 


The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church is voting on a different basis. 
And thereon hangs a tale. Operating 
on the Reformed principle of govern- 
ment, the individual congregations of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
do not have anything to say about the 
plan at all. Properly (and politically) 
selected representatives are voting on 
the proposal. So far there have been 
no reports of defections. 





“God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the Cross.’”” — Galatians 6:14. 
There is only one thing that a Chris- 
tian feels like shouting about — not 
his accomplishments, not his posses- 
sions, but his salvation: the work of 
God for him, a sinner. 


Who Will Abolish Whom ?P 


Too many left wing organizations are 
passing resolutions for the abolition 
of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee for it to be a spontaneous 
movement. Especially suspect are the 
church organizations voting such reso- 
lutions. Who is calling the signals? 


The House Un-American Activities 
Committee made the “mistake” of de- 
fending the Air Force Manual. The 
Honorable Donald L. Jackson, a mem- 
ber of that Committee, made the fur- 
ther “mistake” of exposing a list of 
books recommended by the Depart- 
ment of Racial and Cultural Relations 
of the National Council of Churches 
for the “development of children 
through reading.” 


This book list includes Without Mag- 
nolias, by Bucklin Moon which is so 
indecent that the Post Office Depart- 
ment has “cautioned against depositing 
such matter in the mails.” 


The book list also includes such 
names as W. E. B. DuBois, Shirley 
Graham and Langston Hughes. The 
last author has nine books on the list 
including one of poetry. 


The poetry of Langston Hughes is 
quite remarkable, but one wonders 
how a Christian organization such as 
the National Council of Churches could 
recommend it. For example, the fol- 
lowing is one of Langston Hughes’ 
poems: 


GOOD-BY CHRIST 


Listen, Christ, 
You did all right in your day, I 
reckon— 
But that day’s gone now. 
They ghosted you up a swell story, 
too. 
Called it the Bible— 
But it’s dead now. 
The popes and the preachers ’ve 
Made too much money from it. 
They sold you to too many 
Kings, generals, robbers, and 
killers— 
Even to Tzar and the Cossacks, 
Even to Rockefeller’s Church, 
Even to the Saturday Evening Post. 
You ain’t no good no more. 
They’ve pawned you 
Till you’ve done wore out. 
Good-by, 
Christ Jesus Lord God Jehovah, 
Beat it on away from here now. 
Make way for a new guy with no 
religion at ail— 


A real guy named 

Marx Communist Lenin Peasant 
Stalin Worker ME— 

I said, ME! 

Go ahead on now, 

You’re getting in the way of 
things, Lord, 

And please take Saint Gandhi with 
you when you go, 

And Saint Pope Pius, 

And Saint Aimee McPherson, 

And big black Saint Becton 

Of the Consecrated Dime. 

And step on the gas, Christ! 

Move! 

Don’t be so slow about movin’! 

The world is mine from now on— 

And nobody’s gonna sell ME 

To a king, or a general, 

Or a millionaire. 

Good-by Christ, good morning 
Revclution! 


- ++ To meet this attack, the Committee 
has published a pamphlet explaining 
the nature, methods and purpose of 
its work. A copy of this pamphlet 
may be had free by writing to The 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, D. C. and asking 
for The House Committee on Un- 
American Activities — What It Is — 
What It Does. It is an American prac- 
tice to get both sides of every story. 
Should it not also be a Christian prac- 
tice? 


—Rev. I. E. Howard, in 


Christian Economics 


Note: It is expected that Rep. James 
Roosevelt and/or other members of 
Congress will introduce legislation 
early in the present session to abolish 
the Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee. Watch your local papers, and 
then when this happens write your rep- 
resentative.—Ed. 





An anti-Castro Cuban now in 
the United States, Dr. Manuel 
Antonio de Varona, told a Wash- 
ington audience that the Roman 
Catholic Church in Cuba is now 
experiencing “the bitterest perse- 
cution ever known on this conti- 
nent.” Maybe he hasn’t heard 
about Protestant problems in Co- 
lombia. 
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Mass 


OOL 


By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


I. Lesson Scope and Material 


The three chapters (14-16) that make up our lesson today may ap- 
propriately be called the very heart of the Gospel of John and 
therefore of our Lord’s teaching. Few sections of Scripture else- 
where will be found so heavily weighted with spiritual truths as 
These rich truths will be 
easily discovered by those who are willing to read these chapters 
repeatedly and prayerfully in utter reliance upon the Holy Spirit, 
about Whom the Lord Jesus has some wonderful statements to 
make in these chapters. Although the material on the lesson which 
follows is too much to be used altogether in the class, the diligent 
teacher (and student) should study these chapters carefully before 
concentrating on the main theme — “The Promise of the Spirit.” 


we find in these matchless chapters. 


Il. Word Studies 


1. John 14:16 — “another Comforter.” The word 
“another” (Greek, allos) means “another of the same 
kind.” The Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ, being mem- 
bers of the Godhead, or Trinity, have the same nature. 
The word “comforter” (Paraclete) means “one who is 
called to another’s side.” This may be for defense 
(as in I John 2:1, where this word is translated “Advo- 
cate”) or for comfort and encouragement (as in the 
present passage) . 


2. John 14:17 — “the world” (kosmos). John uses 
this word 103 times in his writings; all the other writers 
of the New Testament use it only 81 times. Although 
kosmos often designates mankind in general (see John 
3:16), in the majority of cases it refers to the unregen- 
erate portion of mankind who are hostile to the king- 
dom of God (see John 15:18f) . 


5. John 15:4 — “abide” (meno). This is another 
favorite word in John’s writings (67 times). The Au- 
thorized Version (AV) somewhat confuses us by using 
so many different English words (“dwell,” “abide,” 
“present,” “continue,” “remain,” etc.) to translate this 
same Greek word. The American Standard Version 
(ASV; 1901) usually has a more uniform translation 
(“abide”) . 


4. John 16:8 — “reprove” (elegcho). The transla- 
tion here should be changed to “convict” (ASV). That 
is, no one can “convict” Christ of sin (compare John 
8:46) ; but the Holy Spirit “convicts” the world of sin, 
righteousness and judgment. Note how this word 
(elegcho) is used in Luke 3:19; John 3:20; Eph. 5:11-13; 
I Tim. 5:20; If Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9-13; James 2:9; 
Jude 15, 22; Rev. 3:19. 


Ill. Notes 


1. The Bible student who reads these chapters 
thoughtfully will notice how often “if” occurs. There 
are two suggestive uses of “if”: (e7) meaning certainty 
and “if” (ean) implying uncertainty. Notice the dif- 
ference in usage and see how the passages “come alive” 


sy 66 
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Lesson For March 12, 1960 


THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT 


Bible Material: John 14-16 
Devotional Reading: John 16:7-15 


Memory Selection: John 14:9 





—ei is found in 14:7,28: 15:18,20; whereas ean is found 
in 14:3,15,23; 15:4. 


2. You will also notice how often “that” (hina, ex- 
pressing intention or purpose) is found in these chap- 
ters (see 14:13,16,29,31; etc.). These purposes contain 
some wonderful promises. 


IV. Special Problems 


1. John 14:12 — “greater works.” Compare John 
5:20. The reference to “greater works” has caused some 
to suppose that they should be able to perform more 
and greater miracles than our Lord performed. Un- 
doubtedly the meaning is this: Christ’s disciples, em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit, will be able to raise souls 
from spiritual death — a miracle far greater than 
raising a man from physical death. 


2. John 14:28 — “greater than I.” This passage 
has been used by some (Arians and Unitarians) to try 
to prove that Jesus Christ is not God. But the “in- 
feriority” of the Son to the Father is to be understood 
in two ways: (1) Christ as a member of the Godhead 
has in His eternal sonship (Ps. 2:7) a station which is 
“subordinate” to the Father; (2) Christ as Mediator 
and in His incarnation voluntarily assumed a place of 
subordination to the Father when He carried out the 
plan of redemption. His rightful place is one equal 
in power and glory with the Father, as the Catechism 
(Q. 6) puts it. 


V. Outline 


The main truths in these majestic chapters may 
be briefly summarized under the following headings: 


1. Christ’s Person. Christ speaks of Himself as 
the reflection of God’s image (14:9; cf. 1:14; Col. 1:15; 
Heb. 1:3). Christ puts Himself on an equality with 
God the Father (e.g., 14:1,7; 15:24; 16:3). Christ 
calls God “the Father” or “My Father” 42 times in these 
chapters. 


2. Christ’s Promises. These may be briefly put un- 











der three headings: 
7; 16:23f) ; 
peace (14:27; 16:33). 


(1) answered prayer (14:13f; 15: 
(2) purification (cleansing) (15:1ff); (3) 


9 


3. Christ’s Predictions. ‘These may be stated thus: 
(1) the Parousia (Second Coming) of Christ (14:1-3) ; 
(2) the Paraclete (Comforter, or Holy Spirit) 14:15f; 
15:26f; 16:7); (3) the Passion (Suffering) of Christ 
(16:16-22); (4) the persecution of believers (15: 18-25; 
16:2-4,32) . 


4. Christ’s Protagonists. These are: (1) the prince 
of the world (14:30; 16:11), Satan; and his people (15: 
18f). 

VI. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 


Here is the heart of the lesson for today. Something 
like the following outline on the blackboard will help 
the class to understand the main points of the lesson: 


1. The titles of the Holy Spirit. Christ calls Him 
“the Comforter” (see our discussion above) and “the 
Spirit of Truth” (14:17; 15:26; 16:18). All truth has 
its origin in Him. The Bible, written by the Holy 
Spirit (cf. II Pet. 1:21), must be absolutely true. 


2. The sending of the Holy Spirit. 
the Father (14:1b,26; 15:26), at the request of the 
Son (14:16), after Christ’s departure (16:7), to be 
with Christians forever (14:16f). The world does not 
know Him (14:17). 


He is sent from 


3. The mission of the Holy Spirit. A seven-fold 
mission of the Holy Spirit is revealed in these chapters: 
(1) to teach believers “all things” (14:26; cf. I John 2: 
20,27); (2) to recall what Christ taught (14:26); (3) 
to bear witness to Christ (15:26); (4) to convict the 
world (16:8-11); (5) to guide believers into the truth 
(16:18): (6) to reveal the future (16:13); (7) to 
glorify Christ (16:14). 


VII. Spiritual Lessons 


We recognize, of course, that only a portion of what 
has been given thus far can be dealt with in class. 
The teacher, thoroughly equipped in the Word of 
Truth (cf. I! Tim. 2:15), must make his own selections 
and emphases. The following are suggestions: 


1.’ (John 14:6) Christianity is an exclusive religion. 
No one can go to the Father except by Christ. This 
fact rules out all man-made religions (such as Moham- 
medanism and Buddhism). Christ is the only Way 
of salvation (Acts 4:12). 


2. (John 14:17) The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost 
(Acts 2). He is “in you” now if you are a true be- 
liever. Without Him we are still spiritually dead. 


38. (John 15:5) A Christian can do nothing without 
Christ; we can produce no good fruit without Him. 
Let us ever remember this fact in our plans and pro- 
grams! 


4. (John 16:8) How much we need today the con- 
victing power of the Holy Spirit in our ministry! The 
Word is ineffectual until the Holy Spirit convicts the 
sinner of his sin. 


5. (John 16:16) The disciples had “a little while” 
— and so do we! Sooner then we expect our Lord 
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will come and take all His servants home to glory. 
Then we'll look back at our brief sojourn in this sin- 
ful world as our “little while.” 


6. (John 15:9) This is the memory selection. Let 
it be our concluding thought. Do we have “eyes of 
faith” to “see” Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour? 
If so, then we have “seen” the Father. Compare Ja- 
cob’s experience at Peniel (Gen. 32:24-31). 


VII. Further Study 


The following articles in a good dictionary or ency- 
clopedia such as BAKER’S DICTIONARY OF THE. 
OLOGY, will give additional help: “Spirit, Holy”; 
“Peace”; “Prayer”; “Abide.” 





He who loves God and His law must hate the foes of 
God.—George Eliot 





PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Sustained by a Heritage 
of Christian Ideals 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 














PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 

Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 








THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns — regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with small { 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoArRD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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FOR MARCH 12, 1961 











By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Through Trials To Triumph 


Scripture—James 1:1-12 
Suggested Hymns— 
“In the Hour ef Trial’ 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 


“How Firm a Foundation” 

PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: | Per- 
secutions were well known to the scattered Jewish 
Christians to whom James wrote his letter. It was not 
easy to be a Jew in the world which Rome ruled. A 
Christian Jew was in an even worse predicament. He 
was looked on as a fanatic by the Romans and as a 
traitor by other Jews. In the neighborhood of Jeru- 
salem life had become increasingly intolerable for be- 
lieving Jews. Social, religious, and economic pressures 
were brought to bear on them, and many fled from 
Jerusalem to make their homes in other places. Perse- 
cution continued to harass them wherever they went. 
It was to these scattered sufferers that James wrote 
his letter of encouragement. 


In Christian America our lot is vastly different from 
that of those early Jewish believers. In this day it is a 
compliment to be called a Christian. More than one 
hundred million Americans are church members. It is 
much less popular, however, to be a thorough-going 
Christian. The person who is strict in his Christian 
beliefs and practices may experience a subtle kind of 
persecution, even in so-called Christian America. He 
may be socially ostracized. He may be considered fa- 
natical by those within the church as well as by those 
without. He will be called by terms of derision: 
“fundamentalist,” “hyper-orthodox,” and “reactionary.” 
This persecution by attitude . . . psychological perse- 
cution . . . can sometimes be as hard to bear as physical 
persecution. 


FIRST SPEAKER: (Read James 1:1-4.) James 
called on his readers to welcome their trials as blessings. 
He suggested that they rejoice in their afflictions. It 
is still possible to find joy in our afflictions, but this 
joy is something the Lord Jesus supplies when the 
world turns against us. Some Christians are tempted 
to boast about how much they have suffered and how 
well they have borne it. Such an attitude gives evi- 
dence of sinful pride. No normal person enjoys perse- 
cution, but when trials come to a Christian, it is pos- 
sible for them to be turned into joy and blessings. 


How can persecutions and sufferings result in joy 
and blessings? Persecution teaches endurance. This 
is what James meant when he wrote, “The trying of 
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your faith worketh patience.” He who learns spiritual 
endurance finds that it results in spiritual strength and 
completeness. Through the endurance of fatigue and 
shortness of breath the athlete strengthens and perfects 
his body so that he may win a victory. In much the 
same way the endurance of spiritual hardships leads 
to spiritual strength and completeness. James’ desire 
for his fellow believers was that they be “perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing.” 


SECOND SPEAKER: (Read James 1:5-8.) No mere 
man can endure his trials very long unless he receives 
help from God. “God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.” I Cor. 10:13b. God provides 
wisdom to help us. It is the kind of knowledge and 
understanding that removes the veil of mystery from 
our sufferings. Through this wisdom which God sup- 
plies we are allowed to have a glimpse of the purpose 
and ultimate blessing of our trials. The very heart 
of God-given wisdom is the knowledge that “all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them 


who are the called according to his purpose.” Rom. 
8:28. 


How is this wonderful wisdom of God received into 
the life of a sufferer? It is received by steadfast faith. 
This faith is an unwavering trust which does not yield 
to every opposing intellectual pressure. The faith to 
which God responds with a generous gift of wisdom 
cannot be wishy-washy like a wave on the waters... 
It cannot be a faith which trusts today while things are 
fine, but doubts tomorrow when prospects are not so 
encouraging. Steadfast faith finds its foundation in 
the trustworthiness of God. The prisoners of war 
in Korea who had a strong faith in God were able to 
hold up under suffering and persecution much better 
than those who had no faith. Can we hold up under 
severe trials and sufferings? We can if we put our 
trust in God who suffered to give us victory. 


THIRD SPEAKER: (Read James 1:9-12.) What 
is the nature of the triumph experienced by those who 
endure trials through faith in God? There is a promise 
of riches for the poor. Many of those to whom James 
originally wrote this letter had never known anything 
in their lives but dire poverty. Perhaps some of them 
were beginning to wonder if God really cared about 
their condition. They had suffered much for Christ’s 
sake, but there seemed to be no material relief in sight. 
They were reminded that they had a guarantee of true 
and lasting riches because of their new relation to God 
through faith in Christ. They might have been among 
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the poorest men on earth, but through Christ they 
had a share in the inheritance of heaven. God does 
not guarantee material riches to those who believe in 
Him today, but He does promise them eternal life, 
and God is faithful to keep His promises. 


Some of the early believers lost great riches because 
of their faith in Christ. What word of encouragement 
was there for them? They were told to rejoice be- 
cause their present journey through the land of priva- 
tion would ultimately lead to possessions of genuine 
and lasting value. Many a former rich man has testi- 
fied that the loss of his wealth turned out to be the 
greatest blessing of his life when it led him to know 
that “a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth.” The loss of riches 
on earth can actually become a blessing when it leads 


when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely for My sake, 
Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven.” Matt. 5:11-12. There is then, a 
richer blessedness, a greater triumph, for those who 
not only believe but who come through severe trials 
because of their belief. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 


1. What are some of the ways young people may be 
“persecuted” today because of their loyalty to 
Christ? 


2. Can you give examples of those who have grown 
stronger in character through endurance of hard- 


ship? 








to the accumulation of true riches in heaven. 3. 


The final reward for those who endure the trials of 
The crown is awarded 
to sufferers over and above the gift of life to those who 4. 
believe. It is the fulfillment of the promise the Lord 
made in His Sermon on the Mount: 


this life is the “crown of life.” 


Why? 


“Blessed are ye of Christ? 


Is a Christian more likely to understand the pur- 
pose of his trials than a person who has no faith? 


What is the nature of the reward a Christian re- 
ceives when he endures temptations for the sake 








NEW GROUP LIFE PLAN 
COVERS 1,000 PASTORS 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN) — More than 
one thousand ministers of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., have taken ad- 
vantage of a new optional group life 
insurance plan offered by the Board 
of Annuities and Relief at the end of 
last year. 


The Rev. George R. Wright, assistant 
to the executive secretary of the Board, 
announced that these ministers have 
taken more than $4 million in policies 
with face values ranging from $1,400 
to $5,000. Mr. Wright estimated that 
the ministers are saving more than 
half the premium cost of similar in- 
surance outside a group plan. 


The ministers were informed by a 
letter from the Board last year that 
the new term life insurance was avail- 
able. According to the company’s 
regulations the group is now closed to 
new applicants. However, Mr. Wright 
said the Board hopes to declare another 
open period in January, 1962, when 
new applications may be taken. 





FOUNDERS’ DAY NOTED 


MAXTON, N. C. — Founders’ Day 
at Presbyterian Junior College was ob- 
served with a theme of “Service in 
the Past — Greater Service in the 


“THE CHURCH AI HOME 


Future.” The institution was founded 
by the Synod of North Carolina on 
Feb. 21, 1928 and will merge with 
other colleges next fall to became St. 
Andrews Presbyterian College at Laur- 
inburg. Founders’ Day speaker was 
Dr. Malcolm P. Calhoun of the Board 
of Christian Education. 





NORTH AVENUE CONDUCTS 
CONFERENCE ON MISSIONS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — North 
Avenue church here held its fourth 
annual World Missions Conference the 
first week-end in February. Speakers 
included Dr. C. Darby Fulton, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of World 
Missions; Dr. L. Nelson Bell, former 
missionary to China and religious edi- 
tor and journalist; Dr. James I. Fowle, 
pastor of First Church in Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; and Dr. James A. Jones, presi- 
dent of Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, Va.; plus a host of mis- 
sionaries on furlough from their mis- 
sion fields. 


The conference opened on Thursday 
night and noon services were held Fri- 
day and Saturday. Dr. Vernon Broyles 
is pastor of North Avenue church, 
which pledged $20,000 to World Mis- 
sions for 1961 at the concluding serv- 
ice of the conference. 


LEADER OF ‘EXPERIMENT’ 
SPEAKS AT WESTMINSTER 


FULTON, Mo. — Platform speaker 
at Westminster College’s annual Re- 
ligion-in-Life Week was the Rev. Joe 
Mathews, director of curriculum for 
the experimental Faith and Life Com- 
munity at the University of Texas, 
Austin. Joining the Methodist minis- 
ter on the program were Dr. Joseph 
B. Mullin of Louisville, Ky., and the 
Rev. Paul H. Moehlman of Nashville, 
Tenn. 





ELECTED BY COUNCIL 


DALLAS, Texas — (PN) — Dan 
C. Williams, president of the South- 
land Life Insurance Company and a 
ruling elder in Highland Park Presby- 
terian church, has been elected 1961 
president of the Greater Dallas Coun- 
cil of Churches. Mr. Williams is a 
past deacon and past assistant treas- 
urer of Highland Park Church and past 
president of the Dallas County Exten- 
sion Committee of the Presbytery of 
Northeast Texas. 





$100,000 IS RAISED 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — Louisiana 
Presbyterians have paid more than 
$100,000 in cash toward their sub- 
scription of over $250,000 in the Aus- 
tin Seminary campaign, 
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DEDICATION TO LAUNCH 
EVANGELISTIC SERVICES 


BRISTOL, Tenn — Services dedi- 
cating the Edgemont church here, 
March 12, will also mark the begin- 
ning of an Evangelistic week in co- 
operation with the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion to the Nation program, the pastor, 
Dr. H. H. Van Cleve, has announced. 


Featured speaker for the dedication 
services at 2:30 p. m. March 12, as 
well as for morning and evening serv- 
ices that day and throughout the rest 
of the week will be Dr. G. Aiken Tay- 
lor, editor of the Journal. 


The Edgemont church was organized 
in 1952. The present building was 
erected in a new location in 1954 and 
has just been declared debt-free. The 
first member of the congregation to 
go into full-time Christian service, 
Grant Johnson, former coach at King 
College, will graduate from Erskine 
Seminary this spring. 





WINTER MEETINGS HELD 


LAKE CHARLES, La. — Louisiana 
Presbytery voted to disapprove the 
proposed revision of the form of gov- 
ernment and rules of discipline at its 
winter meeting at St. Andrews church 
here. Ruling Elder R. L. Hamilton of 
Baker was moderator, and the Rev. 
Carl C. Phillips of Crowley is mod- 
erator in nomination for the June 20 
meeting at Broadmoor church, Baton 
Rouge. 





KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Eugene E. 
MeNeill of Central church, Chatta- 
nooga was received as a candidate for 
the ministry at Knoxville Presbytery’s 
winter meeting at Little Brick church 
here, bringing to 23 the number of 
candidates under the care of the 
Presbytery. It was reported that the 
building of the new Northminster 
church in Chattanooga was nearly 
ready for use. The Rev. Robert Jor- 
dan was elected moderator, and the 
next meeting is scheduled for May 9 
at the Concord church. 


ROANOKE, Va. — Montgomery 
Presbytery held its Winter meeting 
at Green Ridge church here and elect- 
ed the following General Assembly 
commissioners: ministers Walker B. 
Healy, D. Kirk Hammond, Samuel R. 
Hope, J. Harris Stephens; and elders 
A. E. Davidson, Julius F. Prufer, W. 


























"THERE WAS A MAN THERE WHO MADE 


AN ALL:DAY SPEECH. I FORGOT HIS 
NAME, BUT 1 THINK HE WAS AN ESCAPED 
MISSIONARY. 7 











Sam Gay and Frank H. Pitman. The 
next meeting, with the Rev. Wentz J. 
Miller nominated for moderator, is to 
be held at Northminster church here 
April 18. 





WILLIAMSTON, N. C. — Addresses 
by Congo missionary Robert H. Wil- 
son and Dr. William M. Roberts of 
St. Andrews College were heard by 
members of Albemarle Presbytery at 
its mid-winter meeting at Williamston 
church. C. Irving Lewis was mod- 
erator. Presbytery approved the re- 
quest of members of Frank Price 
Chapel to be organized into a church 
and appointed a commission for that 
purpose. 


Presbytery elected the following 
commissioners to the Dallas General 


Assembly: ministers Harold White, Joe 
Amory, Richard Andrews; and elders 
B. O. Fordham, W. D. Ridenhour, Sr., 
and G. E. Trevathan. 


Joe Amory is moderator-nominee for 
the next meeting, April 18, in Faith 
and First Churches of Wilson. 





McILWAINE CHURCH NOTES 
50TH ANNIVERSARY WEEK 


PENSACOLA, Fla. — Mcllwaine 
Memorial church here has celebrated 
its 50th anniversary with a week of 
evangelistic services, a special wor- 
ship service and prayer meeting and 
a congregational banquet. The church, 
whose current minister is the Rev. Don- 
ald Graham, was organized in 1911 
as the Knox church, but its name was 
changed in 1925 to honor the Rev. 
William E. MclIlwaine. 


Dr. John R. Richardson of Atlanta 
preached at the special worship serv- 
ice, while the anniversary prayer serv- 
ice was led by the Rev. Walter C. Jent 
of Greenville, Ala. Preacher for the 
evangelistic services was Dr. Ferguson 
Wood of Johnson City, Tenn. 


Talks were given at the banquet 
by eight persons representing the var- 
ied ministries and interests of the con- 
gregation. An anniversary booklet in- 
cluding a history was presented to all 
members during the week. 





SPORTS POLICY NOTED 


LAURINBURG, N. C. — No “final 
decisions” have been made yet about 
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Another quarter-million German Gospels are now being prepared for distribution 
in PTL’s spring campaign in the great city of Hamburg and among the 400,000 
men of West Germany’s armed forces. With tension rising again over Berlin the 
need of Germany is urgent. Again the friends of PTL are urged to help keep the 
supply of Gospels and Testaments flowing as our teams open new fronts in 


Operation Western Europe. 
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the St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
athletic program, President Ansley C. 
Moore has announced, but these basic 
points have been set forth: (1) ath- 
letics will be a part of the general 
academic program of the college un- 
der the supervision of the Dean of 
Students (Dr. C. Robert Benson) and 
the Dean of the Faculty; (2) coaches 
will be primarily teachers of physical 
education who are selected not only 
on the basis of academic qualifications 
but also on the basis of ability to 
coach a particular sport; (3) there 
will be no athletic scholarships; (4) 
there will be a strong intramural pro- 
gram for men and women; and (5) 
there will definitely be some intercol- 
legiate athletic programs. 





Abraham was the friend of God, 
and he lived in a tent, not a house. 





Priceless Treasures! 


x es te 

A child with life’s possibilities be- 
fore him ... The Bible with God’s 
power within it .. And VBS with 
its opportunity to bring them. to- 
gether into the investment of a 
lifetime! 


VBS promises rich, lasting returns. The po- 
tential growth of God’s Word in the heart of 
a child is beyond calculation. Make your in- 
vestment in Vacation Bible School secure by 
selecting materials that combine -sound pupil 
appeal with solid emphasis on Bible teaching 
Choose Great Commission materials with two 
related Bible lessons daily, re-inforced by 
Scripture and hymn memorization and hand- 
work that teaches. 


Send today for your FREE WBS 
Catalog 
Complete Sample Kits $3.95 ppd. 


| GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. F | 
] 7401 Old York Road, Phila. 26, Pa. | 
Kindly RUSH the following to me: . 
l (1 Free VBS Catalog for 1961 
i 1 Sample Kit_at $3.95 postpaid 
1 

1 
| EE ee ee eee 
1 ] 
ORINOD « taiteiitrerein 
yj City . State . | 
hee eeee gee cee oe need eee eerie —d 





Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
12. Esau Forgives Jacob 


DO YOU KNOW—how Esau greeted Jacob? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 33:4. 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about how Esau met Jacob? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ forgives us. We should 
forgive others. I John 1:9; Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 6:12. 


JACOB LIVES IN HARAN Genesis 29:1, 2, 9-12. 


Jacob went on his __ __ __ __ __ __ __ from Bethel. When 
he reached a well in the field outside of Haran, he saw flocks 


of _._. _.____. When Rachel came with her father’s sheep 
Jacob rolled away the _. _. __ __ __ from the mouth of the 
well and watered the __ __ __ __ __. Jacob then stayed many 


years in Haran. 


JACOB STARTS HOME AND MEETS ESAU 
Genesis 31:3-6; 32:3-18. 


After Jacob had been in Haran for more than twenty years, God 
said to him, “Return unto the land of thy —. _. _- __ __ __ — “ 
. and |__ __ __ __ be with thee.” Jacob said to his wives, 
“God hath been with me. I want to take you to my father’s 
country.” 
(Connect the parts that belong together.) 

Jacob sent messengers me from Esau’s hand.” 

Esau had afraid and distressed.” 

“Jacob was greatly 400 men with him. 

Jacob prayed, ‘Deliver to Esau his brother. 

Jacob sent animals to Esau. 


ESAU FORGIVES AND WELCOMES JACOB 
Genesis 33:1-4, 8-18. 


When Jacob saw Esau coming with his __00 men he bowed 
himself to the ground times. Esau could have said, “‘Jacob 
was mean to me, now I will get even.” But instead he ran 
to meet Jacob. Later, Esau left and Jacob returned to 


_ _. __ __ __ __ __ and then on to Shechem where his 
grandfather, Abraham, had once built an altar. 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
Did John the Baptist eat insects? Matthew 3:4. 
(Last week's answer: No, cats are not mentioned in the Bible.) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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BOOKS! 


SEVEN WORDS TO THE CROSS, 
by Robert F. Jones. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Virginia. 1961. 92 pp. 
$2.00. 


Here are seven messages on state- 
ments made at the crucifixion and af- 
terward. They comprise a _ vesper 
series given at the First Church of 
Fort Worth where the author is pastor. 


Not originally written for publica- 
tion, (“writing for the reading eye is 
never as easy as preaching’’), the peo- 
ple who spoke “to” the cross are im- 


} portant because their “inner attitudes” 


are among us today. 


There were those who wanted re- 


| ligion without a cross, placing the value 


of religion on its power to deliver 
from pain. There was the thief who 
showed the power of negative think- 


| ing, “self-disgust, the beginning of con- 


version.” The soldiers wished religion 


| to be dramatic, but God is “in the 


commonplace and the undramatic.” 


| The Centurion who “got life for a 


look,” saw Jesus die, and forthwith be- 
came a “man who had found new life 
for a look.” 


Those who thought Jesus called for 
Elijah are those who mistake activity 
for devotion and form for life: “Christ 
came to cast a fire upon the earth and 
we throw up only a smoke screen.” 
Joseph of Arimathea was a Christian 
the hard way Jesus demands 
acknowledgement before the world. 
The final word is from Thomas, but 
where are our scars? “This is a temp- 
tation for us all . . . to stay on the 
sidelines rather than to plunge into 
the midst of battle and risk the scars 
of the Christian soldier for the sake 
of the Gospel.” 


—wW. J. B. Livingston, Th.D. 
Hampton, Va. 





AWAKE, MY HEART, by J. Sid- 
low Baxter. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids. 384 pp. $3.95. 


This is a book of daily devotional 
studies for the whole year. In the 
Foreword the author writes thus: “Its 
daily installments are decidedly longer. 
That is because, in general, they are 
not only devotional, but expository and 
homiletical as far as space allows.” 


There can be no question but that 
the author has achieved his purpose in 


a remarkable way. For each day, a 
verse or two of Scripture is given. 
Then an exposition that is enlightening 
and practical. 


The Christian who uses this book 
faithfully will certainly be nourished 
and fed on the Scriptures. New in- 
sights and understandings will be his. 
His devotional life will be stimulated 
and warmed. Incidentally, the min- 
ister will find many a sermon starter 
in the pages of this book. 


—/(Rev.) Leland C. Jorgensen 
Yazoo City, Miss. 





CHRISTIANITY AND PHIL- 
OSOPHY, by Arthur F. Holmes. In- 
ter Varsity Press, Chicago, 39 pp. 
$1.25. 


This well organized pamphlet begins 
with a description of philosophy, con- 
tinues with the question, “What is 
Christianity?” and concludes with a 
comparison. 


Dr. Holmes stresses the rationality 
of Christianity. He eschews paradox- 
es and contradictions; he rejects the 
emotionalism and mysticism that dis- 
tinguishes between the head and the 
heart. In other words, he asserts that 
Christianity is the truth. 


Two descriptions of philosophy are 
given. First, it is an attempt to frame 
a comprehensive world-view; second, 
philosophy clarifies the dominant ideas 
of men. From this second description 
he obtains an inference inconsistent 
with the Augustinianism he seems to 


admire; viz. “Religion is not to be 
equated with philosophy.” This prin- 
ciple, against the author’s intention, 
might lead to the expedient of the two- 
fold truth. 


The IVF advertising speaks of the 
pamphlet as geared to the thinking 
university student. The pamphlet, 
however, is extremely elementary, as 
well as short, so that the advertising 
seems exaggerated. 


—Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 





SPEAKER’S BOOK OF ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS, by Herbert V. Prochnow. W. 
A. Wilde Company, Natick, Mass. 159 
pp. $2.95. 


Mr. Prochnow, who is himself a 
widely sought public speaker, has col- 
lected in this book epigrams and quips, 
humorous stories, inspiring illustrations 
and ideas, quotations from sermons 
and speeches and worthwhile thoughts, 
and interesting facts and ideas. Those 
who make public addresses may find 
items that would be useful in intro- 
ductions or as illustrations. An index 
helps one to put his finger on the 
fitting item. 


—(Rev.) Robert G. Valentine 
Shreveport, La. 





Director of Christian Education with 
five years’ experience desires a posi- 
tion with a conservative Presbyterian 
group. Services immediately available. 


Write “Director,” c/o The JOURNAL, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Pray for Your Missionary 











MINISTERS 


Donald K. Campbell, from Crossett, 
Ark., to Little Rock, Ark., where he 
will undertake a new church project 
under the auspices of the Home Mis- 
sions Committee of Washburn Pres- 
bytery. 

Robert F. Hunt, formerly of Sum- 
merville, S. C., and more recently do- 
ing graduate study in Edinburgh, 
has become pastor of the Greene 
Street church, Augusta, Ga. 


J. Samuel Lack, from Aliceville, 
Ala., to Box 183, DeRidder, Louisi- 
ana. 

Herschel R. Gladney, from Hico, W. 
Va., to Eleanor, W. Va. 

George W. Alexander, from Hous- 
ton, Texas, to Westminster church, 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Charles L. Moffatt, Jr., from grad- 
uate study to 733 West Maple 
Street, Johnson City, Tenn. 


Daniel D. Rhodes, from Southwest- 
ern, Memphis, Tenn., to Davidson, 
N.. C. 

George F. Sowerby, II, from Hamp- 
stead, N. C., to St. Andrews-Cov- 
enant, 18 North 23rd Street, Wil- 
mington, N. C. 

Arthur H. Stevens, Jr., from Gil- 
bert, W. Va., to Smyrna church, R. 
F. D. No. 1, Waynesboro, Va. 
William West Thomas, from Dur- 
ham, N. C., to Linderwood College, 
St. Charles, Mo. 

R. K. Timmons, (H.R.), from Co- 
lumbia to Summerville, S. C. 

‘J. Hoge Smith, Jr., from St. Peters- 
‘burg, Fla., to the Farmville, Va., 
‘ church. 

‘T. Chalmers Henderson, from St. 
‘ Louis, Mo., to the First Church, Ar- 
kadelphia, Ark. 

_Fred P. Albright, Jr., from Roan 
Mountain, Tenn., to the Castle 
‘Hayne, N. C., church. 





LETTERS 
¢ 


{ ‘MISSIONS’ vs. ‘MISSION’ 


: How can the phrase, “world mission 
of the Church” 


have a “missionary 








significance” without at the same time 
being “‘totally inclusive in its connota- 
tion?” (Jan. 25, p.12). At the Dallas 
convention we spoke of the conflict 
of Christianity and Communism — is 
this unrelated to the world mission of 
the Church? We spoke of the failures 
and opportunities of the Church in re- 
gard to race — is this unrelated to 
the world mission of the Church? Sure- 
ly no Christian would be so naive as 
to view this as a “local” issue! We 
spoke of the conflict of Christianity 
and the other militant world religions 
— is this unrelated to the world mis- 
sion of the Church? We spoke of the 
form of the mission of the Church 
(a servant as Jesus Christ was the 
Servant) — is this unrelated to the 
world mission of the Church? ... If 
these things are not at the heart of 
the world mission of the Church, what 
is? 
—/(Rev.) David E. Ross 
Williamsburg, Va. 


We have always believed that these 
belong to the Christian life but not to 
The mission of the Church 
is to proclaim that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners from 
death and hell, as on the cover of 
that issue.—Ed., 


mission. 





POTPOURRI 


I think the Journal is the best Pres. 
byterian literature I have read. Since 
I enjoy it so much I would like to 
send a subscription to my mother... 


—Mrs. A. K. Clements, Jr. 
Montgomery, Ala. 


As we have said, the best way to 
get the JOURNAL into every home is 
by mail.—Ed. 





I find this a very fine magazine. 
Everything is good and particularly 
the Sunday School lessons. I find this 
help more valuable than anything | 
have ever had. 


—NMildred S. Collins 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


We hope the new Sunday School les. 
sons with their intensive Bible study 
will prove equally helpful.—Ed. 





An expression of appreciation is due 
you for the wonderful articles and mes- 
sages which appear each week. 


—Robert Van de Polder 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 








of Churches. 


$6 a hundred. 
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A New Journal Reprint NOW Available— 


The Fifth NCC Assembly: 
A Repert 


A compilation of Editor G. Aiken Taylor's principal articles and 
editorials on the San Francisco Assembly of the National Council 


Here is a first-hand report on actions of the NCC’s top governing 
body, with significant trends analyzed in an eight-page reprint. 


MUST reading for all church officers and leaders and for every 
member interested in what's happening to his Church. $1 a dozen, 


OO NO 


Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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